Town Council Meeting 12.07.10

WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON
MONDAY 12TH JULY 2010

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.					Meeting Concluded: 7.35 p.m.		  		
PRESENT: Councillors Judd (Town Mayor), Bunn, Canniford, Cleland, Collins, Hitchins, Mrs. Holder, Mrs. How, Mrs. Howell, C. Howell, Keating, Dr. Kellaway-Marriott,  Kimitri, King, Ley-Morgan, Morris, Parker, Mrs. Parry, Mrs. Pepperall,  Mrs. Pilgrim, Porter, Mrs. Priestman, Purnell, Mrs. Warwick, Webb and Mrs. Willis.

IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Officer), Tania Middlemiss (Assistant Town Clerk), Chris Millard (Mayor’s Civic Officer), Reverend Keith Hallett (Town Mayor’s Chaplain), Alex Ross (Weston & Somerset Mercury), Rosemary Dowie (Local Parishioner) and Danielle Helliker (Local Parishioner).

The Town Mayor invited his Chaplain, Reverend Keith Hallett, to say prayers.

	155.
	Apologies for Absence

Received from Councillors Horler, Heard, Darke, Havill and Edwards.


	156.
	Declarations of Interest

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott declared both a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 7, as a member of the Friends of the Museum and as their Treasurer.


	157.










157.1


157.2
	To approve the accuracy of the Minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on 15th March 2010 and Annual Council Meeting on 20th May 2010 (previously circulated)

It was noted that Councillor Mrs. Parry’s apologies were not recorded in the minutes of 15th March 2010.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

RESOLVED: 

1)  That the minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 15th March 2010 be approved, subject to the above amendment.

2) That the minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 20th May 2010 be approved.


	158.












158.1
	To receive announcements and communications from the Town Mayor

The Town Mayor reported that he had carried out 32 engagements since his appointment and that the total number of engagements carried out by himself and the Deputy Mayor attended to date was 37.

The Town Mayor wanted his thanks recorded, to all who were involved and supported the Armed Forces and Community Show.

Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that she had attended a meeting with a disabled group who had a stall at the Community Show and that they had spoken to over 400 people, which they were very pleased with. 

i) Presentation of Shield to Councillor Horler

The Town Mayor announced that in the absence of Councillor Horler, the presentation of the shield would be deferred to the next Town Council Meeting.


	159.
	To consider affiliation with a unit of the Armed Forces

The Town Mayor read aloud the background information on the 40 Commando Royal Marines and their record as a force that had recruited many members born and raised and still living with their families in Weston-super-Mare.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Canniford

RESOLVED: That we Weston-super-Mare Town Council on behalf of the town of Weston-super-Mare, form an affiliation of mutual friendship with 40 Commando Royal Marines based at Norton Manor Camp in Taunton, Somerset.


	160.
	Youth Council

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Youth Council Meetings held on 6th May 2010 and 17th June be received.


	
161.






































	Councillor Kellaway-Marriott left the meeting at 7.13 p.m.

Proposals for the future of the Museum

The Town Clerk’s report had previously been circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk referred to minute number 549 of the 15th March 2010 Town Council Minutes and reported that he had carried out further negotiations and investigations, as instructed. The current proposal from North Somerset Council was set out in the Town Clerk’s report.

The Town Clerk reported that the Town Council’s surveyor had undertaken a one day survey of the Museum and a summary of that survey had been received late last week by the Town Council and was issued to Town Councillors as soon as possible.

The Leader of the Council thanked the Town Clerk for his comprehensive report and advised that the report received by the Surveyor was somewhat superficial in comparison to that which a full building survey would contain. The Leader was happy to answer any questions on the matter.

Councillor Morris was happy in principle to proceed with the proposal set out in the Town Clerk’s report, subject to a full, in depth survey of the building being undertaken by the Town Council surveyor.

Discussion ensued over the cost of having the building properly surveyed and it was suggested that this would cost the Town Council in the region of £4,000 -£5,000.

Concern over the items proposed to be moved into storage was raised and it was felt that items that were ‘sacred’ to the town so should remain in the town.

The Leader advised that the total cost for the maintenance of the building could not be speculated at present.

Debate ensued over the lack of information supplied by North Somerset Council and how that Town Council needed to act with caution.

Further discussion ensued over the dangerous substances the building contained. It was stated in the Surveyor’s report that there were only three area in the building considered as a medium risk for asbestos and that all other areas were considered low.

It was requested that there be more that one representative from the Town Council sitting on the joint committee and eventual Trust. The Leader stated that the Town Clerk had already been requested to make sure that the Town Council was proportionately and fairly represented on the Trust.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Morris

RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports in principal the proposal for taking and running the Museum at Burlington Street, but having now been made aware of significant addition potential maintenance and repair costs, before any final decision is made, further information is needed, including:

a) An Asbestos survey
b) Full copies of all building surveys carried out in the last 6 years
c) Such other information or surveys as may be recommended, including a full building survey.

Councillor Kellaway-Marriott returned to the meeting at 7.35 p.m.


	
	
There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 7.35 p.m.

Signed: .....................................................		Dated: ..................................
	Town Mayor
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