Community Services 14.02.11


WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2011

AT GROVE HOUSE
Meeting Commenced: 7.05 p.m.



Meeting Concluded: 8.45 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. Priestman (Vice Chairman), Canniford, Havill, Mrs. Holder, Mrs. Howell, Webb and Mrs. Willis.

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Ley-Morgan, Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Officer), Tania Middlemiss (Assistant Town Clerk), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer), Paul McErlean (Senior Groundsman) and Michael Males (Temporary Marketing & Leisure Officer), Richard Knowles (Chairman of Weston In Bloom – Part attendance), Terry Porter (South West In Bloom – Part attendance).

In the absence of the Chairman Councillor Mrs. Priestman chaired the meeting.

The Chairman invited Mr. Terry Porter of South West In Bloom to address the Committee.

Mr. Porter addressed the Committee in relation to item 13 on the agenda – Hosting of the South West In Bloom Awards Ceremony. He explained how this would be a great opportunity which would bring over 450 delegates and different organisations to the town. He reported that the seminar held last week at the Royal Hotel, was very successful.

Councillor Mrs. Howell joined the meeting at 7.08 p.m.

Mr Porter was aware that the Town Council had concerns over the financial impact that hosting the awards would incur. He explained that the host town was only asked to provide the venue and produce the invitations and that South West In Bloom would deal with the rest of the arrangements. He reported that Weston-super-Mare was in a queue of potential hosting towns and if it did not take up the opportunity this year, may not get the opportunity to host again. Last year the ceremony was held in Bath and the event was very well sponsored by local businesses, Weston-super-Mare should look into getting local sponsorship to help with the funding of the event.

A Councillor asked whether bus tours were a mandatory requirement. Terry informed that each hosting town chooses to promote their town ways which they feel best benefit them. Bath chose to incorporate a bus tour as they felt this was the best way to promote their city. Some hosting towns have produced a film on DVD or a leaflet to promote their town.

The Chairman thanked Terry for addressing the Committee and explained that he would be informed of the Committee’s decision accordingly.

The Chairman then invited Mr. Richard Knowles, Chairman of Weston In Bloom to address the Committee on the same agenda item. 

Richard said how disappointed he would be if the Committee decided not to host the awards and that he was aware of the Town Council’s fear of financing the ceremony. He tried to reassure the Committee’s fears by informing them of the projected venue hire cost and initiated ticket cost to explain that the Town Council would not be at a loss by hosting the event.

The Chairman thanked Richard for addressing the Committee.

Terry Porter and Richard Knowles left the meeting at 7.21 p.m. 

	424.
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Porter, Hitchins, Cleland and Mrs. Warwick.



	425.
	Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Webb declared a personal interest in agenda item 10, as an allotment holder at Rectors Way allotment site.



	426.
	Minutes of the previous Community Services Committee Meeting held on 29th November 2010

The Chairman asked the Committee to note that minute number 342.3.1 had been subsequently overturned at the Town Council meeting on 17th January 2011.

PROPOSED BY:  Councillor Mrs. Holder

SECONDED BY: Councillor Webb

RESOLVED: That the minutes be accepted and signed as a true record by the Chairman.



	427.
	Notes of the Weston-super-Mare in Bloom 18th January 2011 (previously circulated).
RESOLVED: That the notes be received.

 

	428.
	Community Services Budget

The Chairman, Councillor Porter, had requested this item to be put on the agenda as he wanted to discuss the breakdown of the Community Services budget.

RESOLVED: In the Chairman’s absence, the Chairman of the meeting, requested that the Responsible Financial Officer provided the Chairman with a breakdown of the Community Services budget.


	429.
429.1

429.2

429.3

429.4

429.5
	Grant Applications

The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Rotary Club of Weston-super-Mare

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Canniford
SECONDED BY: Councillor Webb

RESOLVED: That the Rotary Club of Weston-super-Mare be awarded a grant of £400.00 under the powers of the Local Government Act 1972 section 142.

MS Therapy Centre

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Canniford

SECONDED BY: Councillor Webb

RESOLVED: That the grant application for MS Therapy Centre in the amount of £350.00 be declined on the grounds that it benefited a majority of people who lived outside the parish of Weston-super-Mare.

Councillor Mrs. Willis asked for it to be recorded that she was against this proposal.

Weston Choral Society

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Canniford

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Holder

RESOLVED: That the Weston Choral Society be awarded a grant of £100.00 under the power of the Local Government Act 1972 section 142.
The North Somerset and Weston Muscular Disease Support Group

RESOLVED: That the grant application for The North Somerset and Weston Muscular Disease Support Group in the amount of £1,000 be deferred on the grounds that more information was required.

Soroptimists International of Weston-super-Mare

RESOLVED: That the grant application for Soroptimists International in the amount of £500.00 be deferred on the grounds that more information was required.



	430.
	Barcode Activity and Events

The Chairman of the Barcode Management Sub Committee informed that she had not been provided with a report from the Barcode Manager, therefore, had nothing to report at this time.

It was noted that due to the lack of a quorum the Barcode Management Sub Committee meeting that was scheduled for 10th February 2011, had to be cancelled.



	431.
	Barcode Headspace Project

A letter from North Somerset Council had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk informed that due to budget cuts in the Library Service, North Somerset Council had written to advise that they would be removing the internet connection and computers that were allocated to Barcode Youth Cafe for The Headspace Project. They had offered to let Barcode keep the collection of books. Officers were looking into sponsorship avenues to fund an internet connection and purchase some computers.

The Responsible Financial Officer advised that she had spoken to Mike of Compex Computers and he was happy to help Barcode and source some recovered, wiped computers and help with providing an internet connection.

Councillors were appalled, that North Somerset Council wanted to take back second hand computers that would be of no value to them.

RESOLVED: That the Town Council would write back to North Somerset Council asking them for the value of the computers and then request that they donate them to Barcode Youth Cafe.



	432.
432.1

432.2
	The Development Officer’s Report

The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

A Councillor reported that she had recently been at the chapel on a Saturday and she witnessed four people visiting.

The Town Clerk advised that Officers were always looking for more volunteers to help run the opening times.

RESOLVED: That a memo would be sent out to inform Councillors of the time of the Audio Tour on 9th April 2011.

The Chairman advised that Officers had been working hard seeking funding for Barcode and explained that putting together applications for funding was an extremely time consuming and lengthy process.

RESOLVED: That the Development Officer’s report be received.



	433.
	Allotments – Self Management Arrangements

The Amenities Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

SECONDED BY: Councillor Canniford

RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk and Chairman of the Allotment Management Sub Committee be authorised to meet with the Allotment Club to finalise details of the handover of the remaining allotment site.



	434.
434.1

434.2
	Water Adventure Play Park 

Toilets 

The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

A Councillor requested that the toilet block needed to be anti climb and fire proof.

The Town Clerk presented and explained the two quotes that had been received from Danfo dated 9th December 2010 and 26th January 2011 and a quote from SSP Water Play dated 1st February 2011. The two companies quotes were similar in price but the Danfo quote received on 26th January 2011 might be considered a more attractive design in keeping with the Park. 

Diagrams illustrating the toilet block designs were circulated. 

A Councillor requested that the access way to the toilet block should be hard standing rather that wood, as this was easier to maintain and more amenable for disabled users.

A further Councillor requested to know what the Manhole covers were made from.

The Chairman informed that these comments would be taken on board. 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Webb

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Howell

RESOLVED: That subject to budgetary provision, the Officers be authorised to obtain the necessary consents in order to proceed with installation of a toilet facility proposed by Danfo at the quoted price of £18.450.00 excluding VAT at the Water Park with connection to mains drains and an incoming water supply.

Snagging 

The Town Clerk advised that there was a further report available on the table outlining the outstanding issues that needed to be dealt with before final payment could be released.

The Responsible Financial Officer advised that the bins installed at the Water Park were part of the agreed specification, however, it was now evident that they were not fit for purpose, resulting in the need for larger bins. It was noted that the existing bins would be utilised in other Town Council area owned facilities.

RESOLVED: That subject to the Ground Staff undertaking the jobs for extra matting, seeding the areas concerned whilst the park is still quiet and replacing bins on their arrival, that the Responsible Financial Officer releases the final payment for the Water Park.

The Senior Groundsman left the meeting at 8.00 p.m.    



	435.
435.1

435.2
	Community Show/ Armed Forces Day 2011 

The Temporary Community & Leisure Officer’s report had been previously circulated.

Community Show

A Councillor suggested checking the level of amplified music permitted in Grove Park before in depth planning of the event commenced.

The Chairman asked the Committee to take into consideration the additional costs for the marquee hire, the fee North Somerset would charge for use of the park, security and staffing costs.

Discussion took place regarding the Cafe in Grove Park and whether the owner would expect exclusive concession on the day of the show or whether other food stalls should be allowed to take part. The owner could be approached on the subject and asked to consider sponsoring the show in return for full concession.

The Chairman advised that the Town Council had very recently been approached by Event Management Outdoor Events UK Ltd (paperwork was circulated at the meeting) and asked if the Town Council would like to promote and contribute towards the proposed ‘Weston Community Show’ on the Beach Lawns on 5th, 6th, 7th August 2011. The Event would be arranged and organised completely by Event Management Outdoor Events UK Ltd, the only involvement the Town Council would have would be to fill their designated Town Council marquee.  

The Chairman explained that the Town Council had two options to consider:

Option 1: The Town Council to arrange their own Community Show on 3rd & 4th September 2011, in Grove Park with their allocated budget of £6,000.

Option 2: The Town Council to contribute £5,000 towards Weston Community Show on 5th, 6th & 7th August 2011, to be arranged by Event Management Outdoor Events UK Ltd.

A Councillor informed that the RNLI were not supporting the proposed ‘Weston Community Show’ as indicated in the circulated paperwork. 

Discussions then took place on the two proposed options.

The Responsible Financial Officer confirmed that the staffing costs would be in addition to the £6,000, allocated for the Community Show, and to note that the staffing costs from last year’s combined Community Show/Armed Forces event were incurred primarily by staffing the Armed Forces section.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Canniford

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Howell

RESOLVED: That the Town Council organise and run its own Community Show on the weekend of 3rd & 4th September 2011, in Grove Park and would not contribute to the Weston Community Show on 5th, 6th & 7th August 2011 proposed by Event Management Outdoor Events UK Ltd.

Councillor Canniford left the meeting at 8.30 p.m. 

Armed Forces Day

The Civic Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Chairman advised that it would be a half day event.

A Councillor advised Officers to check the times for the service.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Howell

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

RESOLVED: That the Civic Officer’s report be agreed.



	436.
	Hosting of the South West In Bloom Awards Ceremony – September 2012

The Chairman informed that the amended version of the Town Clerk Secretary’s report was available on the table, however, the amendments were minimal and did not affect the content of the report.

The Town Clerk advised that while South West In Bloom would be a prestigious event for Weston; the report had been written with caution, as instructed by him, to enable Members to consider the concerns that Officer had about the costs of hosting the event.

The Chairman reported that the Town Clerk’s Secretary had concerns about South West In Bloom’s ability to organise events, as demonstrated at the Seminar last week at the Royal Hotel. The Chairman further reported that North Somerset Council would not be contributing or donating anything as they had done in previous years for Weston In Bloom. It was worrying that Weston would not look as good as it had in previous years without North Somerset Council’s contributions and the opportunity to host South West In Bloom had come at the wrong time for Weston. 

A Councillor explained that she had spoken to quite a few people at the South West In Bloom Seminar and had been informed that there were funding streams available to help with hosting the event. 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

SECONDED BY: Councillor Webb

RESOLVED: That the Town Council agreed to host the South West In Bloom Awards Ceremony 2012.

 

	437.
	Bus Shelter Repair 

The Temporary Community & Leisure Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Holder

RESOLVED: That once Plastic Man Polycarbonate had been proven fit for purpose, to replace panels in all existing bus shelters in problem areas and focus on offensive Graffiti during March 2011.



	438.
	To discuss production of the new Town Walk Leaflet 

The Chairman informed that the Town Council had run out of copies of the leaflet.

The Town Clerk advised that the cost of producing a further 5000 leaflets would be £699.00.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Holder

SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Willis

RESOLVED: To approve printing of 5000 Town Walk Leaflets at the quoted cost of £699.00.



	439.
	Implementing a Bad Weather Plan

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Priestman
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Holder
RESOLVED: That the Town Council purchase a supply of grit and a tool to spread the grit to be stored at the cemetery for the Groundstaff to ensure that the Cemetery and Grove House driveway were gritted in future icy conditions.



	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45 p.m. 

Signed...................................................................   Dated....................................................

                     Chairman
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