Planning 13.7.2011                                                                                               


                  

WESTON-SUPER- MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 13th JULY 2011
       Meeting Commenced:  2.00 pm


  

    Meeting Concluded:  4.00 pm
PRESENT: Councillors – Hitchins (Vice Chairman), Parsons, Purnell (arrived at 3.00 p.m.) & Stokes (Chairman)
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor Morris, Tania Middlemiss (Assistant Town Clerk) and Jason Beale (Development Control Manager North Somerset Council).
The Assistant Town Clerk advised that the Town Council at it’s last meeting had replaced the previous Planning and Transportation Committee with the Planning Committee with a new terms of reference and a four weekly meeting cycle.
Nominations for Chairman of the Committee were requested.
	
	

	148.
148.1


	Election of Chairman 

PROPOSED:  Councillor Hitchins
SECONDED: Councillor Parsons
RESOLVED: That Councillor Stokes be elected Chairman of the Planning Committee for the year 2011/12.
Election of Vice Chairman

PROPOSED:  Councillor Parsons
SECONDED: Councillor Stokes
RESOLVED: That Councillor Hitchins be elected Vice Chairman of the Planning Committee for the year 2011/12.


	149.

	To receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Crockford-Hawley.



	150.
	To receive Declarations of Interest

Personal declarations of interest were received on the following planning applications:-
11/P/1092/F – Councillor Stokes                     11/P/1127/RG3 – Councillor Parsons


	151.
	To approve Minutes of the Planning and Transportation Committee held on 22nd June 2011 

PROPOSED:  Councillor Parsons
SECONDED: Councillor Hitchins
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be confirmed as a true record of the meeting and be signed by the Chairman of that meeting

	152.
152.1

152.2

152.3

	To receive reports relating to recent North Somerset Council’s South Area Committee & Planning and Regulatory Committee meetings 
RESOLVED: That
1. The Chairman would continue to report back to the Committee on North Somerset Council’s South Area Committee meetings.

2. Councillor Crockford Hawley would be asked if he would report back on Planning and Regulatory Committee meetings.

3. The Committee would be sent out a colour map showing the geographical areas of North Somerset Council’s area committees.



	153.

153.1

153.2

153.3
	Matters for Noting

Parish Voice –South Area Committee Meetings

The Committee were advised that they could attend South Area Committee meetings and noted the Committee meeting dates for the municipal year. 

The Chairman welcomed Jason Beale, Development Control Manager for North Somerset Council to the meeting and asked him to give the new Committee an overview.  This included information on planning legislation, material considerations and the local development framework. Advice was also given on what was and was not relevant for the Council to comment on. This would be followed up by a guide that was currently being prepared “How to comment on planning applications and what can be taken into account”.

Debate ensued on the change in tempo by the Government and Local Councils to facilitate development where possible.

Debate ensued on saturation i.e. nursing homes, building societies, too many of the same type of retail outlet and houses of multiple occupancy. Advice was received that objections were relevant if they contravened policy.

RESOLVED:  Relevant policies from the local plan would be circulated to Committee members.

Advice was received on good planning and preparation for meetings beforehand and encouragement of website use by the Town Council where possible to achieve quicker meetings and more efficiency such as informed decision making.  

A demonstration of how to access and search North Somerset’s website for planning applications including details on the case file, drawings and comments from agents and neighbours  was given.

It was requested that the Town Council move to 100% website and internet use with no paper plans being sent.  

RESOLVED: To undertake a trial period to agree to stop receiving  paper copies of the following application types with immediate effect.
· Householders (except for two storey extensions) 

· Change of use 

· Reserved matters 

· Works to trees 

· Advert consents 

· Variation of conditions 

· None material amendments 

· Minor material amendments
RESOLVED: Depending on the success of the trial period it would be agreed to stop routine sending of paper copies of all planning applications by 5th October 2011.  With the exception of particular requests i.e. particularly contentious applications and major developments.

It was noted that the 4 week committee cycle also needed chance to bed in and consideration was being given by North Somerset Council to extend the consultation period from 21 - 28 days. 

Further help and advice could be found by using  “Planning Portal” via the internet, which was a an excellent tool for finding out if planning permission was needed and could be used by householders and members alike and included current planning guidance, circulars and blogs.

Other recent developments in planning were a ‘Historical Environment Record’ which identifies conservation area requirement included in arial photos and relevant planning constraints such as listed building consent as applicable.

Councillor Purnell joined the meeting at 3.00 pm.

An update was given on developments relating to planning as a result of the 2010 Government budget as follows:

· Range of permitted rights reduced (Localism agenda)

· Presumption that the default answer to permitted development was ‘Yes’ as long as it was sustainable.

· Less barriers – reduction of red tape and guidance.
The Chairman thanked Jason Beale for his advice, guidance and time in attending the meeting which had proven most informative and helpful.



	154.
	Planning Applications and Other Planning Matters Submitted to the Town Council for Consideration  

The Committee considered applications in respect of the weekly lists for 20th & 27th June  and 4th July 2011 
RESOLVED: That in order for the new Planning Committee to be effective that notification of planning applications would be sent to all Ward Councillors via email on a weekly basis and there would be an assumption by the Committee that if no comments were received from Ward Councillors then there would be no objections.
RESOLVED: The comments contained in Appendix A be forwarded to North Somerset Council.



	
	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 4.00 p.m.
Signed……………………………………………..Dated……………………………………….

Chairman of the Planning Committee
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