Allotment Mgt Mins 140711
WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT 
SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT GROVE HOUSE ON 14TH JULY 2011

Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m. 				Meeting Concluded: 8.00 p.m. 

PRESENT: Councillors Darke and Probert.

IN ATTENDANCE: Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Officer), Theresa Donald (Amenities Officer), Site Representatives: - George Raines (Hutton Moor), Mike Phillips (Hutton Moor & Kewstoke), Clive Wall (Clarkes Field/Rectors Way), Graham Phillips (Redpits), Lisa Seedhouse (Bournville) and Kevin Pearce (Tennant at Hutton Moor). 

	169.
	Election of Chairman

As there were only two Councillors present, the Committee Officer explained that the Election of Chairman would have to be approved at the next meeting of the Allotment Management Sub Committee, as any one Councillor could not preside over his/her own election. 

In order for the meeting to continue the Committee Officer invited a Councillor to temporarily chair the meeting. 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Probert
SECONDED BY: Councillor Darke

UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED: That Councillor Darke would act as temporary Chairman of the meeting.

The Chairman wanted his frustrations recorded that it was important for Councillors to attend their meetings, or at least send their apologies to avoid these situations.

The Chairman then invited members of the public to address the meeting.


	170.
	Election of Vice Chairman

As there were only two Councillors present the election of Vice Chairman had to be deferred to the next meeting of the Allotment Management Sub Committee.


	171.
	Apologies for Absence

There were no apologies for absence received.




	172.
	Declarations of Interest

There were declarations of Interest received. 


	173.
	To consider and approve the accuracy of the Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 10th March 2011

RESOLVED: That the minutes be approved.


	174.
	The Chairman to report on :-

i) Bournville Allotment Site

The Chairman informed that he had spoken to the Leader of North Somerset Council back in May 2011 and he had agreed to set up a meeting with the Manager of Development & Environment at North Somerset Council. Approximately two weeks ago the Chairman met with the Assistant Manager of Development & Environment and explained the problems with the access to the site. The Chairman referred to maps indicating the adjoining piece of un kept/overgrown land, owned by North Somerset Council and suggested that, that piece of land be used to make an access to the allotment site. A response to this suggestion was still awaited.

George Raines explained that the piece of adjoining un kept/overgrown land, was once part of the original allotment site, and owned by the Town Council, as there were tenants on the new site that claimed they used to have allotments on the piece of land in question.

If an answer from North Somerset Council had not been received by the end of the month (July) then George Raines would accompany Councillor Darke to the Development & Environment department to take the situation further.

Councillor Probert informed that he would put pressure on his fellow southward Councillors to help resolve and support the situation.

ii) Locking Castle Site

The Chairman had covered the problems with Locking Castle Allotment site at the same meeting and he was told by the Assistant Manager of Development & Environment that he was 99% sure that the land would be handed over to the Town Council and designated for allotment use. The Chairman reported the problems with horses on the land and asked for an enforcement order to be issued. The Assistant Manager advised that there would be a South Area Committee Meeting on that 28th July where the decision to hand over the land would be decided and that the Town Council would be informed by the end of the month.

The Chairman assured that if North Somerset Council decided not to handover the land, that he would demand a meeting with the Leader of the Council, to find out why and that he would write to the local newspaper to highlight the decision. 

George Raines reported that he had received a phone call from a lady who wanted to be put on the waiting list for an allotment at Locking Castle and that she was aware that there was a dispute over the designation of the land and that some technicalities needed to be sorted out.
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175.5
	To receive reports from Allotment Site Representatives 

i) Rectors Way/Clarkes Field

Clive Wall reported that:

All the plots had been let, that there were a few plots letting the site down and that those tenants would be written to.

The track had been repaired in the spring and was ok at the moment.

Security fencing was needed along the Norfolk Road side of the site, to stop people from jumping over the wall. A quote from SB Fencing had been received for £2,400 inc VAT. 

George Raines explained that the Allotment Club had had a meeting to discuss security at both Rectors Way and Hutton Moor Allotment Sites and it was agreed that they would spend £4,000 on security fencing. An invoice for the fencing at Hutton Moor had been received for £2,400, which the Allotment Club would pay, but not having taken VAT into account they were looking for the Town Council to pay for all, or part of the quoted figure for the fencing at Rectors Way.

The Amenities Officer advised that if the Town Council were to contribute in any way, the purchase order and the invoice for the work would have to be addressed to the Town Council for auditing and VAT return purposes.

RESOLVED: The Chairman agreed to meet with SB Fencing and negotiate the quote and would contact George Raines on the matter.
 
ii) Redpits

Graham Phillips reported that;

There were three un worked plots, for which the tenants would receive warning letters for. 

The tree debris falling onto plot 1a had been sorted.

There had been no problems since the management of the site had been taken over by the Allotment Club.

iii) Kewstoke 

Mike Phillips reported that:

There had been a few teething problems since the site had been taken over. An ex tenant who had apparently notified the Town Council some time ago that he didn’t require his plot anymore, had been billed for the cutting of the 10ft grass on the plot. Also a tenant had been charged for a full sized plot instead of a half sized which had resulted in reimbursement. 
  
iv) Hutton Moor

George Raines reported that:

There was one vacant plot and that there were two un worked plots, which the tenants would receive warning letters for.

v)  Bournville 

Lisa Seedhouse introduced herself as the site rep for the Bournville and reported that:

 There were 6 plots to be let, that plots had been given up due to the hard work involved in up keep of an allotment. 

Another vehicle entrance was desperately needed as tenants were very put off with the current vehicle situation. 

A skip was needed down at the site - George Raines agreed to organise this.

The Chairman agreed to visit all of the allotment sites in the near future.


	176.
	To receive and consider details of the current Allotment Waiting List

George Raines reported that the current waiting list was approximately 172.

He advised that Kewstoke and Redpits were the most sought after sites and that they were predicted to have only one vacancy per year.

He highlighted that plots were being handed down through families and that the person who was paying for the plot was not the person working the plot, in quite a few cases. Letters to all plot holders asking if they still wished to continue their plot were being sent out and a non response was considered that they no longer wanted their plot. 


	
	
There being no further business, The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00 p.m.

Signed………………………………………….Dated………………………
	Chairman
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