Town Council 12.09.11




WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON
MONDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 2011
Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


  

Meeting Concluded:  7.55 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors King (Town Mayor), Morris (Leader of the Town Council), Darke (Deputy Leader of the Town Council), Armstrong, Bailey, Canniford, Crew, Crockford-Hawley, Fox, Hitchins, Kus, Lyall, Parsons, Payne, Peak, Mrs. Pilgrim, Porter, Purnell, Russe, Taylor, Tucker,  Mrs. Warwick,  Mrs. Willis, Webb and Young. 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Officer), Chris Millard (Town Mayor’s Civic Officer), Matthew Yardley (Chairman of the Youth Council), Jocelyn Holder (former Deputy Mayor), Peter Holder (former Deputy Consort), Pauline Priestman (former Leader of the Council), Reverend Richard Taylor (Town Mayor’s Chaplain), Richard Knowles (Chairman of Weston In Bloom), Bert Filer (Vice Chairman of Weston In Bloom), John Ley-Morgan and ( James Franklin (Weston & Somerset Mercury).
The Town Mayor invited, Reverend Richard Taylor to say prayers.
The Town Mayor invited Richard Knowles and Bert Filer to address the meeting. 
Richard Knowles informed that he was in attendance, in case Councillors wanted to ask any questions or required information in relation to item 8 on the agenda.
Bert Filer thanked the Town Council for its continued support and provision of Weston In Bloom and advised the meeting that after some calculations and discussions amongst members of Weston In Bloom, it could be feasible for Weston In Bloom to adopt responsibility and maintain the flower beds around Grove House. He informed that the price of planting the beds in the summer would be approximately £48 and in the winter approximately £52.

	211.
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bell, Mrs. Holloway,  Judd, Mrs. Kingsbury-Bell, Probert and Stokes.


	212.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest received.


	213.
	To approve the accuracy of the Minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on 4th July 2011
A Councillor highlighted that minute number 134, paragraph 4, line 2, the words ‘had been’ needed to be replaced with ‘would be’.
A further Councillor highlighted that minute number 134, paragraph 2, lines 4 and 5, that the percentage figures needed to be reversed.

Councillor Purnell informed that he had sent his apologies to the meeting, which had not been recorded and wished for them to be recorded.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris
SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter
RESOLVED: That with the above three amendments, the minutes of the 4th July 2011 be approved.



	214.
	To receive announcements and communications from the Town Mayor
The Town Mayor confirmed that a combined 88 engagements had been carried out by himself and the Deputy Town Mayor, to date.
The last few months had been very busy and that one of the highlight events had been the Community Show. It was well attended by Councillors and was a successful event.
Regrettably the Town Council had received communication the one of its past Mayor’s Alderman Ken Lacey had fallen ill and had been taken into hospital. The Town Clerk informed that a card, wishing him a speedy recovery had been sent on behalf of the Town Council.

Presentations of plaques to the former Deputy Mayor and Leader of the Council
The Town Mayor presented Jos Holder, former Deputy Mayor with a shield depicting the Weston-super-Mare Coat of Arms in recognition of her time and sincere dedication over the past 8 years served as a town Councillor and year served as Deputy Mayor. 
Jos Holder returned her thanks to all that she had worked with and how she had thoroughly enjoyed her time served on the Town Council. 
The Town Mayor then presented Pauline Priestman, former Leader of the Council with a shield depicting the Weston-super-Mare Coat of Arms in recognition of her time and sincere dedication over the past 4 years served as a town Councillor and year served as Leader of the Council. 
Pauline Priestman returned her thanks to all that she had worked with and how she had thoroughly enjoyed her time served on the Town Council. 

Councillor Morris thanked both Jos Holder and Pauline Priestman for their dedication and devotion and emphasised how they had gone above and beyond with their time and efforts to serve the Town Council and that they would be sorely missed.

John Ley-Morgan left the meeting at 7.15 p.m. 



	215.
	To receive the notes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 26th August 2011
The notes had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Mayor invited the Chairman of the Youth Council business, Matthew Yardley to address the meeting.

Matthew Yardley informed the Council on recent Youth business and in particular, the plans to recruit new members of the Youth Council. He reported how he had been appointed Student Body President of Weston College and that he was working on creating a strong link between the College and the Youth Council. He also informed that the Youth Council had organised a fun day at Barcode for North Somerset Crossroads.

The Town Mayor thanked the Chairman on the execution of his report.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Youth Council meeting held on 26th August 2011 be noted.


	216.
	To consider the acquisition of Locking Castle Allotments
The minute extract referred from the Community Services Committee Meeting on 1st August 2011 had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Clerk updated the meeting and informed that since the 1st August, North Somerset Council had highlighted conditions with regard to the planning application i.e. the need for an ecological plan and a nature reserve which had made the completion of the acquisition of the land complicated. 

A meeting with North Somerset Council had been scheduled for the 19th September, of which the Town Clerk and Chairman of the Allotment Management Sub Committee would attend. The discussions of the meeting would be reported back to the next Policy & Finance Committee meeting which was scheduled for 26th September 2011.

The Chairman of the Allotment Sub Committee reported that he had been actively pursuing Locking Castle Allotments for a many years and that he was very frustrated with North Somerset Council and there laid back approach to complete the acquisition of the land. He explained that he had been promised by North Somerset Council Officer’s on many occasions that he would be contacted with any further information or developments on the land at Locking Castle, of which they had failed to, do so. 
A further Councillor expressed his reservations with North Somerset Council’s approach on the matter.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris

SECONDED BY: Councillor Darke

RESOLVED: That the Town Council defer the approval of the acquisition of the allotment land at Old Mill Way, Weston-super-Mare to the Policy & Finance Committee Meeting on 26th September 2011, to obtain further information and receive a full report from the Town Clerk.


	217.
	To make appointments to the Somerset Museums Heritage Panel
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris

SECONDED BY: Councillor Darke

RESOLVED: That The Town Clerk and Councillor Crockford-Hawley be appointed as Town Council representatives to sit on the Somerset Museums Heritage Panel.


	218.
	Future of Weston In Bloom
The Town Clerk’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Town Mayor invited Councillor Crew to update Councillors on meetings that he had attended which affected Weston In Bloom.
Councillor Crew was hopeful that after discussions with North Somerset Council, they would decide to retain the flowers in Grove Park and Alexandra Parade. He had attended a meeting that day to discuss ‘Special Expenses’, with various Councillors and Officer’s of both North Somerset Council and the Town Council. North Somerset Council’s estimated budget for maintaining recreational grounds, CCTV and play areas with the Special Expenses for the year 2011/2012 was £187,434 and it was suggested that the Town Council could take on this responsibility in the hope it could be done much cheaper. North Somerset Council had agreed to extend their contracts, pending further discussions with the Town Council. 
Councillor Morris thanked Councillor Crew for his time and efforts investigating the subject and then emphasised that any agreement with North Somerset Council needed to be on a cost neutral basis which would not incur the raising of the precept. 

A Councillor agreed with the idea, in principal of the Town Council being responsible for its own recreational grounds and play areas etc.. As it could be done cheaper and far more efficiently and local level. However there was concern over the way in which the idea has been generated. North Somerset Council should offer the Town Council the opportunity to take on responsibility of services that generated an income, such as car parks and not just services that cost money to provide. There is a huge difference in the requirements of running a large town like Weston-super-Mare compared to running villages and this needed to be considered by North Somerset Council.
Councillors agreed that this needed to be looked into thoroughly, before any decisions were made.

A Councillor asked for clarification on whether North Somerset Council had agreed to leave money in the budget for flowers for Weston, as areas such as Grove Park and Alexandra Parade were vital to the town’s appearance for visitors. 
Councillor Crew explained that these discussions would take place at the beginning of the next financial year (2012/13). The current cost for providing flowers in Weston was £24,000 + more for the maintenance.  The Town Council have suggested that they could do this cheaper and save money and that the money that would be saved by the Town Council doing it, would pay for the flowers. 

A Councillor informed the meeting that the Weston In Bloom Working Party, apart from Town Councillors and Officers, was solely made up of volunteers who put endless amounts of time and effort (free of charge) into making sure the work of Weston In Bloom is carried out. Most of these volunteers were from Worle and take responsibility for all of the displays/ projects.

A Councillor added that the whole country has to make cuts and that both the Town Council and the District Council needed to look at the situation with a positive and not a negative attitude by looking to utilise its resources  and involving the community, in helping to provide services, in these stringent times. 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris

SECONDED BY: Councillor Porter

RESOLVED: To seek further urgent discussions with North Somerset Council at member and Officer level.



	219.
	Consideration of winter weather provision/Grit Bins 
The Town Clerk’s report and letter received from North Somerset Council had been previously circulated with the agenda.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris

SECONDED BY: Councillor Crew

RESOLVED: That £900 from the General Reserve should be transferred to the Earmarked Reserves  within this financial year’s budget to allow for  the the purchase of grit bins., and that in future budget planning a EMR of £1,500 should be allocated to ensure provision going forward.


	220.
	To consider a request for recognition of Dr LL Zamenhof
A letter from a member of the public had been previously circulated with the agenda.

Discussion took place and it was 

RESOLVED: That as Dr LL Zamenhof had no connection to Weston-super-Mare, it was deemed not appropriate to consider naming a street, public space or building after him.


	221.
	Review of Water Park Charges 
A Councillor suggested deferring this item for discussion at the next Policy & Finance Committee Meeting on 26th September, where the Responsible Financial Officer would be asked to provide a full report on the Water Park charges of the.

Discussion ensued over the initial reasons the Town Council decided to introduce an admission charge at the Water Park. Some Councillors were of the opinion that the charge should be to fund reinvestment and maintenance of the Water Park and others were of the opinion that the reasoning behind the intention to charge was so that the Town Council was able to provide a good service to the public i.e. provision of supervisory staff to ensure security, first aid, health & safety and a toilet facility. 
Further discussion ensued regarding discounted charges for residents and how this could be implemented. Membership schemes were being looked into for all Town Council facilities.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Morris

SECONDED BY: Councillor Crew

RESOLVED: That Water Park charges be deferred to the next Policy & Finance Committee Meeting on 26th September for discussion, where the Responsible Financial Officer would provide a full report.


	
	There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 7.55 p.m.

Signed: .....................................................

Dated: ..................................


Town Mayor
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