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WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE TOWN HALL ON
MONDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2011
Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.


  

Meeting Concluded:  7.31 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Cyril King (Town Mayor), Keith Morris (Leader of the Town Council), Clive Darke (Deputy Leader of the Town Council), Raymond Armstrong, Roger Bailey, Mike Bell, Mark Canniford, Peter Crew, John Crockford-Hawley, Peter Fox, Jan Holloway, Clare Kingsbury-Bell, Michel Kus, Mike Lyall, Frederick Parsons, Robert Payne, Alan Peak, Lisa Pilgrim, Ian Porter, Tony Probert, Sonia Russe, Simon Stokes, Tim Taylor, Richard Tucker,  Rose Warwick,  Roz Willis and Clive Webb. 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk), Samantha Middlemiss (Committee Officer), Reverend Carol Gill (Deputy Town Mayor’s Chaplain), and (James Franklin (Weston & Somerset Mercury).
The Town Mayor invited, Reverend Carol Gill to say prayers and to think of those who were affected and lost their lives by the recent crash on the M5 on Friday 4th November 2011.
	295.
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Dave Hitchins and Holly Young.


	296.
	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest received.


	297.
	To approve the accuracy of the Minutes of the Town Council Meetings held on 12th September 2011
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Keith Morris
SECONDED BY: Councillor Ian Porter
RESOLVED: That the minutes be approved and signed by the Chairman.



	298.
	To receive announcements and communications from the Town Mayor
The Town Mayor confirmed that a combined 130 engagements had been carried out by himself and the Deputy Town Mayor, to date.
He congratulated the Mayoress, Deputy Mayoress, Councillors Rose Warwick and Jan Holloway plus one other family friend for taking part as the ‘WSMTC Topcats’ in the Midnight Beach Walk on the 24th September 2011 and for  raising £400.00 for Weston Hospice Care. 
He informed Councillors that C.H.A.T (Chaplaincy About Town) were running coffee mornings on the first Saturday of every month at the United Reform Church on the Boulevard, with the first, taking place on Saturday 3rd December. He encouraged all Councillors to show their support by attending.


	299.
	To receive the notes of the Youth Council Meeting held on 29th September 2011
The notes had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Chairman of the Youth Council was unable to attend the meeting.
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Youth Council meeting held on 29th September 2011 be noted.
Councillor Bell joined the meeting at 7.12 p.m. 



	300.
	Auditor Recommendation re Receipt of Committee Minutes by Town Council 
Reference from Policy & Finance Committee 24th October 2011

The Leader of the Council advised that the Town Council had previously agreed to stop the process of ratification of committee minutes at Full Town Council Meetings two years ago as it was not a legal requirement.

A Councillor highlighted that by ratifying the committee minutes at Full Town Council Meetings it gave non committee members a chance to comment.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Keith Morris 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Tony Probert

RESOLVED: To oppose the recommendation made by the Auditor that all committee minutes be referred to Full Council for formal adoption and ratification.



	301.
	To approve the revised Service Level Agreement with the Town Centre Partnership 
Recommendation from Policy & Finance Committee 24th October 2011

The revised Service Level Agreement with the Town Centre Partnership had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Leader of the Council commended approval of the SLA and justified this by clarifying the saving of £ 5,000 and the opportunity to review the agreement on an annual basis.

Councillors queried whether there was a confirmed definition of what areas were considered the Town Centre.

The Town Clerk advised that there was such a document which defined the Town Centre and that Councillors were able to view it from Grove House. 

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Keith Morris

SECONDED BY: Councillor Ian Porter

RESOLVED: To approve the revised Service Level Agreement with the Town Centre Partnership. 



	302.
	To consider the acquisition of the Bournville Allotment Land
Recommendation from Policy & Finance Committee 24th October 2011

The letter received from North Somerset Council confirming the approval of the transfer of the land had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Chairman of the Allotment Management Sub Committee advised that North Somerset Council had finally agreed to transfer the land known as Bournville Allotment East back to the Town Council. This would enable a further 20 allotment plots and also vehicle access to the site. He thanked the Town Clerk for pursuing the matter and commended the approval of the acquisition of the land. 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Clive Darke

SECONDED BY: Councillor Keith Morris

RESOLVED: That the Town Council approves the acquisition of the Bournville East Allotments on the terms reported within the letter received from North Somerset Council.



	303.
	Appointment to outside body, Wyndham Memorial Trust
The Town Clerk advised that the Trust was set up to distribute dividends of approximately £1,000 per year across the four Secondary Schools in Weston-super-Mare. They met twice a year at 4.00 p.m. at Priory School and the next meeting was scheduled for 21st May 2012.
RESOLVED: That Councillor Michel Kus would be appointed Town Council representative for the Wyndham Memorial Trust.


	304.
	Highways Agency: M4 & M5 Managed Motorway Scheme
A letter of invitation for consultation from the Highways Agency had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Town Clerk informed that there was a copy of the full consultation paper available for Councillors to view, if required and that it was not copied out to Councillor because it was a 60page document.

An example of the scheme was already used on the M42, Birmingham, where the hard shoulder offered a fourth lane in busy peak times. 

A Councillor informed that his experience of these scheme helps traffic flow, decreases the amounts of accidents and is economical.

Councillors were concerned and queried what procedures were in place for when vehicles broke down.

A Councillor clarified that these scheme were very closely monitored by CCTV and that roadside assistance was very quick. In the case of a broken down vehicle the lane would then be closed.

A further Councillor added that the scheme would benefit the commuter but would not address the underlying problem of lack of employment within the town and the problems experienced at junction 21.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Keith Morris

SECONDED BY: Councillor Ian Porter

RESOLVED: That the Town Council supports the M4 junction 19-20 & M5 junction 15-17 managed motorway scheme.


	
	There being no further business, the Town Mayor closed the meeting at 7.31 p.m.

Signed: .....................................................

Dated: ..................................


Town Mayor
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