Community Services 041011


WESTON-SUPER-MARE TOWN COUNCIL

COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE

MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 4TH OCTOBER 2011

AT THE BLAKEHAY THEATRE
Meeting Commenced: 7.00 p.m.



Meeting Concluded: 9.15 p.m.

PRESENT: Councillors Judd (Chairman), Bailey, Mrs. Kingsbury-Bell, Peak, Russe, Stokes and Young.
IN ATTENDANCE: Malcolm Nicholson (Town Clerk) and Sarah Pearse (Responsible Financial Officer).
The Committee commenced the meeting with a brief tour by the Chairman around the Blakehay Theatre.

	250.
	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Darke, Hitchins, Porter, Mrs. Warwick and Webb.


	251.
	Declarations of Interest 

There were no declaration of interest received.


	252.
	Minutes of the previous Community Services Committee Meeting held on 1ST August 2011
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor Bailey
SECONDED BY: Councillor Peak
RESOLVED: That the minutes be accepted and signed as a true record by the Chairman.



	253.
	Notes of the Weston-super-Mare in Bloom 19th July & 23rd August 2011 
The notes had been previously circulated with the agenda.

The Committee wished to record its congratulations to the volunteers on the Weston-in-Bloom Group for their success at the South West in Bloom finals. 

RESOLVED: That the notes be received.

 

	254.
254.1

254.2

254.3

254.4


	Grant Applications

The Finance Assistant’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
A Councillor queried why the Council does not consider all the grant applications for the year at one time to avoid the risk of the money running out before the year end. The Responsible Financial officer explained that the Council had decided to consider grants throughout the year in order to avoid people having to wait several months for their application to be considered. 

Weston Hildesheim/Youth Exchange
It was noted that the application had become retrospective but that this was not the fault of the applicant. That application had been submitted in plenty of time but the Youth Council had been inquorate causing delay. Some Councillors felt that this justified an exception to the normal policy criteria.
Councillors felt that as well as indirectly enabling Weston students to travel to Germany, bringing foreign students to Weston was in itself good for the town. It was also noted that the organisers put a lot of effort as well as some of their own money into the youth exchange.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Bailey
SECONDED BY: Councillor Stokes
RESOLVED: That a grant of £1,000 be awarded to the Weston Hildesheim/Youth Exchange.
Power: Local Government Act 1972 s.137
Citizens Advice Bureau
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Mrs. Kingsbury-Bell
SECONDED BY: Councillor Bailey
RESOLVED: That a grant of £1,000 be awarded to the CAB.
Power: Local Government Act 1972 s.142

Weston & North Somerset D.I.A.L
Councillors noted that DIAL had £10,000 in the bank but felt that the valuable service provided by DIAL should be supported.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Peak
SECONDED BY: Councillor Mrs. Kingsbury-Bell
RESOLVED: That a grant of £200 be awarded to the Weston and North Somerset DIAL.
Power: Local Government Act 1972 s.137

Weston Arts Social Enterprise Ltd
The Committee noted that this application was retrospective. The Committee was unaware of any special circumstances explaining why a retrospective application had been made.

The Committee was advised that, although a limited company, this body is non-profit making.

Councillor Judd made a declaration of a Personal Interest because he knew Terry Gilbert who is involved in this body.

PROPOSED BY: Councillor Bailey
SECONDED BY: Councillor Stokes
RESOLVED: That this grant be refused on the grounds that this application had been made retrospectively and was therefore contrary to the Council’s grant criteria.


	255.
255.1

255.2
	Barcode Youth Cafe 
i) Activity and Events

The Barcode Manager’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
The Town Clerk drew attention to the high level of partnership working at Barcode.

A Councillor expressed concern that North Somerset were believed to be planning to cut 
their youth service entirely and asked if the Town Council had been formally consulted. 
Another Councillor said that these are just proposals and a meeting was being held on 
Thursday, to be attended by the Town Clerk, Leader and two other Councillors to discuss potential budget savings with town and parish councils.

RESOLVED: That the Barcode Manager’s report be approved and adopted.
ii) Grant Funding
The Development Officer’s report had been previously circulated with the agenda.
RESOLVED: That the Development Officer’s report be noted.


	256.
	Community Show: debrief and consideration of proposals for 2012

The Town Clerk said that this was an opportunity for Committee members to give feedback on the Community Show 2011 and to consider whether to support a Show being held in 2012, subject to budget for 2012/13.
A Councillor expressed concern that the music was very loud in residential areas and had gone on until 11p.m.

Councillors felt that Grove Park had been in a good location for townspeople, with good toilet and catering facilities, and had enabled a lot of people to enjoy themselves.

The Chairman agreed that the location and timing of the event had advantages but said that the Town Square was soon to be remodelled and this could be a good location for the Show to link with businesses.

 PROPOSED BY: Councillor Bailey
SECONDED BY: Councillor Stokes

RESOLVED: That the Committee support, in principle, the holding of a Community Event
in 2012 and request further information for consideration at their next meeting.


	257.
	Armed Forces Day 2012

The Chairman’s report was received.

The Chairman explained that the event would be held in the Town Square and at the Royal Hotel. Linked events such as a Market, a Veteran’s Dinner and a Motorbike Event were likely to be held throughout the week.  The Committee noted the possibility of links to Barcode and the Blakehay. 
RESOLVED: That the Chairman’s report be noted.


	258.
	Acquisition of land for allotments
The Town Clerk briefly explained the current negotiations Councillor Dark and he were holding with North Somerset over potential new allotment sites at the Bournville, Maltlands and Old Mill Way. Meetings had been held on separate occasions with Martin O’Neill of the Property and Asset Management team and Roger Willmot of Development Control.
RESOLVED: That the Town Clerk’s report be noted.


	259.
	Budget Considerations 2012/13
The Committee noted that it had already supported the principle of holding a Community Show for 2012.
A Councillor asked for a budget for Grit Bins. The Responsible Financial officer advised that the Council had already agreed to earmark £1,500 per year for these.

It was noted that the outcome of Thursday’s meeting with North Somerset could affect the need for youth provision.

Another Councillor questioned charging at the Water Park. The Town Clerk advised that this issue had been specifically referred by the Town Council to the Policy and Finance Committee for consideration. Debate ensued on the merits and demerits of charging.
RESOLVED: That the above mentioned issues be put forward as budget considerations for 2012/13.


	260.
260.1

260.2
	Transportation Matters for Consideration 
i) To receive notification of Disabled Parking Bay Applications
The Committee noted the up to date list of current applications, which was available at the meeting. 
The Town Clerk was asked to read out Councillor Mrs. Warwick’s objection to application number 8, Williton Crescent. Councillor Stokes supported the objection on the grounds that parking is very limited in this area and that there are several disabled parking bays already available.
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Bailey
SECONDED BY: Councillor Stokes
RESOLVED: That the disabled parking bay application at 75, Williton Crescent be refused and that the refusal be notified to North Somerset’s Disabled parking Bay Section.
ii) Street Trading Applications
The Committee noted the up to date list of current applications, which was available at the meeting. 
Councillor Mrs. Warwick’s objection to was read out to 
PROPOSED BY: Councillor Judd
SECONDED BY: Councillor Stokes
RESOLVED: That there be no objection to the applications by Uptown Grill or Hol Fillers and that the application by the Hot Hog be supported.


	
	There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 p.m. 

Signed...................................................................   Dated....................................................

                     Chairman
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