PLAY AREAS POLICY 2008 – 2011 
Refurbishment Programme
 

Between 2004 and 2007 the Town Council undertook a capital refurbishment programme to the following play areas, with the exception of Ellenborough Park East the play areas are leased from North Somerset Council.

Refurbishment and Expenditure on play areas since 2004 – 2007:-

<<Grove> <Park>>


£25,000

(£10,000 grant)

Ellenborough Park East    
£25,000

(£10,000 grant)

Clarence Park


£35,000

Uphill Recreation Ground
£55,000

Worle Recreation Ground
£40,000

<<Ashcombe> <Park>> (Upper)  
£100,000

The Town Council intends to continue with the capital refurbishment scheme (subject to funding) in the following areas:-

· Almond Close 

· <<Ashcombe> <Park>> (lower) 

· Millennium Green 

· <<Ashcombe> <Park>> (Upper) extend play provision
Management of good play areas are achieved by following three rules, capital investment, installing good equipment and surfaces, revenue funding – ensuring adequate funds are placed in the revenue budget each year to maintain the play areas.

All of the Town Council’s play areas are checked on a daily basis and any anti social litter removed.  The play equipment is checked even more rigorously for health and safety reasons on a weekly basis.

Funding for the capital refurbishment and revenue costs comes from the Town Council’s Precept (Council Tax) although every effort is made where possible to obtain grants or sponsorship.

Community Involvement
The Town Council would prefer the play equipment and plan for the area to be conceived by the local community rather than by ‘committee’.

Consultation will take place with members of the local community, local businesses, resident groups and the police via questionnaires, local newsletters, displays and meetings.  

Revenue Funding

 

The Town Council is committed to only putting in place facilities, which it can afford to maintain.  A percentage of revenue funding will be placed in the budget each year to maintain Town Council facilities to a good standard.

Requirements for Play Areas

 

The Town Council agrees with the requirements for play areas as identified by the Health and Safety Executive:-

Playgrounds offer a broad range of essential opportunities for child development

         In their world, enjoy freedom, exercise, choice and control over their activity

         Testing boundaries and exploring risks

         Physical, social and intellectual experience

         Fosters independence and self esteem

         Supports well being, healthy growth and development

         Promotes creativity and capacity to learn

         An adventurous play ground can reduce risks to children by getting them away from more risky areas such as railway lines or busy roads.

Teenage Provision

The Town Council is aware that play provision is not only required for younger children but also for teenagers.  In providing facilities for teenagers the Town Council will consider the following:-

· Consultation 

· Involvement with preparing plans 

· Need to feel safe (80% of teenagers are concerned about personal safety) 

· Often young people’s only requirement is somewhere to meet. 

· Ensure that facilities are not aimed at too younger age i.e. not primary colours. 

· Area provided should not look like a compound 

· Vandal resistant durability 

· Safe as it needs to be / structural stability 

· Access gates may be needed for cleaning machinery 

· Safety lighting? 

· Requirement for locking  - for what purpose? 

· Wheelchair users 

· Access pathway and car parking 

· Post installation inspection meeting ROSPA guidelines (to be a tender requirement)
Special Needs
There are some play areas inherited from North Somerset Council, which will not adapt easily for some types of Special Needs children.  In particular <<Grove> <Park>> play area is at the top of a hill and would not easily be accessible by wheelchair.

The Town Council will make every endeavour to consider in relation to Special Needs the following points when providing and upgrading play areas:-

· Compliance with the Disability Discrimination Act 

· Reasonable steps needed to be taken to remove unreasonable barriers 

· Location accessible for public transport and car parking 

· Route i.e. path from public transport and car park accessible, not muddy field (pathways where possible to be 1.5 m wide and at an angle no more than1:20) 

· Assist people with sight impairment by painting white lines either side of pathway. 

· Consider lighting in relation to those with sight impairment and personal safety 

· Surfaces – remember pathways inside play areas 

· Pedestrian gate – different colour to fencing (quick to identify) 

· Bright colours in different combinations assist those with sight impairment (use yellow against other colours to separate areas) 

· Try to introduce some type of games and or sensory stimulation 

· Special needs children often need assistance with body posture, consider extra wide slide, swings with large tyre, roundabouts with central chair. Often such children will need the carer to assist when playing. 

· Multi play facilities can have a wheelchair dismount area – often children in wheelchairs can climb and go down stairs. 

· Paint an area on surface possible red, edged in white around swings for example to identify hazard area.  This is useful for children with hearing impairments who cannot hear warnings.
The Town Council’s play equipment policy is part of its overall Strategy document and will therefore be the subject of public consultation and amended as and when appropriate.
Town Clerk

